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Matthew 2:13-14
13 When they (the Magi) had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him."
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and
left for Egypt,

_ Throughout the history of Israel, Jewish people
sought refuge in Egypt.

_ In every city in Egypt there was a colony of Jews.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_ To flee was not a sign of weakness, but a sign of
strength.

_ The strength of conviction in Joseph being guided
by God and listening to God.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_ God guides me in what I am to do but it is up to me
to act on God’s guidance.

Matthew 2:19-21
19  After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt
20  and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land
of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead."
21  So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel.

_ God’s concern, God’s compassion, and God’s aid
comes to me through others who listen to God and
cooperate.

_ Life is a cooperative effort between God and me.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_ A coop is an enclosure to be confined in.

_ A CO-OP is a cooperative effort with others.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_ I am to CO-OPerate with God: God guides me to do
what is right, then, God needs my action for Him in
this world.

Applying Today’s Message to My Life:
_ How has God guided me the past?

_ When have I not listened to God’s guidance?

_ When have I tried to “coop up” God for Him to do what I
want?

_ When have I CO-OPerated with God in my life?

_ How is God guiding me today to get out of a
predicament in my life?


